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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1948  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  Braintree  Rural  District. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  District  has  again  been  low.  The  Birth 
Rate,  while  still  well  above  that  of  pre-war  years,  appears  to  have 
reached  its  peak  in  this  District  in  1946,  and  shows  a further  slight 
decline  in  1948. 

Comparatively  good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  \ear 
in  the  erection  of  new  houses  and  in  the  provision  of  other  habitable 
units  of  a temporary  nature.  There  is  not  likely  to  be  made  available 
any  further  accommodation  in  the  latter  category  in  the  Rural  District 
in  future  as  all  buildings  suitable  for  conversion  have  already  been 
taken  over.  It  has  also  been  possible  to  eliminate  a very  few  of  the 
more  unsatisfactory  of  the  unfit  houses  in  the  District  during  the 
year.  There  is  little  need  to  stress  the  great  demand  for  housing 
already  existing.  The  length  of  the  Council’s  waiting  list  in  itself 
provides  sufficient  evidence. 

1 he  various  public  main  water  supplies  are  generally  satisfactory 
with  the  exception  of  Terling  which  has  always  been  somewhat 
unreliable  in  the  quality  of  the  raw  water  and  is  now  showing  signs 
of  being  inadequate  to  the  demands  made  upon  it.  There  are  still  too 
many  shallow  well  supplies  which  are  the  sole  source  of  water  supply 
for  a number  of  the  inhabitants.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Council’s  pro- 
posals for  extensions  to  their  mains,  which  will  obviate  the  need  for 
such  shallow  wells,  will  very  soon  be  implemented. 

A Public  Local  Inquiry  was  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  at  Great  Bardfield  on  20th  April,  1948,  into  the  Council's 
proposals  for  providing  a sewerage  system  and  sewage  disposal  works 
to  serve  the  villages  of  Great  Bardfield,  Finchingfield  and  Wethers- 
field. Subsequently  the  Minister’s  approval  in  principle  to  the  scheme  i 
was  received  and  the  Council’s  Consultant  Engineers  were  instructed  i 
to  proceed  with  the  scheme.  As  part  of  the  scheme  the  Council  have  ^ 
acquired  the  existing  disposal  works  at  Wethersfield,  which  were  < 
formerly  the  property  of  the  Air  Minstry.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  i 
scheme  will  now  proceed  with  all  possible  speed,  as  there  is  a great  i 
need  for  such  in  this  particular  area. 


Considerable  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  problem  of  raising 
the  standards  of  food  hygiene  in  the  District.  In  particular,  attention 
has  been  directed  to  improving  the  bacterial  purity  of  ice  cream 
manufactured  and  sold  in  the  District,  and  some  improvement  in  the 
standard  over  that  prevailing  in  1947  has  been  observed. 

In  this  Report,  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspectoi 
has  been  incorporated,  and  1 am  also  indebted  to  Mr.  Organ,  who 
has  been  largely  responsible  for  the  sections  of  the  Report  dealing 
with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District,  Housing,  and  the 
Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

^ « 

In  conclusion,  this  being  my  last  Annual  Report  to  the  Council. 
1 should  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  for  all  the  help  and 
consideration  they  have  shown  to  me,  both  in  my  work  for  them 
and  during  my  absence  on  war  service,  since  1 first  was  appointed 
their  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ten  years  ago.  1 am  also  glad  to 
avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  for  the  ever 
willing  co-operation  given  to  me  by  the  Council’s  Officers. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  J.  MOFFAl . 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  59,569 

Estimated  Resident  Population  in  mid- 1948  ...  18,190 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  5,576 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £64,953 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £257 


Social  Conditions 

The  Rural  District  remains  for  the  most  part  agricultural  in 
character.  There  is  one  clothing  factory  and  one  iron  works  in  the 
District.  A considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  are  employed 
in  factories  in  adjoining  Urban  Districts. 

One  new  feature  has  been  the  establishment  of  a large  Polish 
families  camp  at  a former  airfield  in  the  District. 

There  was  no  lack  of  employment  during  1948. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


In  Table  I on  page  6 are  set  out  extracts  from  the  Vital  Statis- 
tics of  the  Rural  District  for  the  years  1939  to  1948  inclusive,  relating 
to  estimated  populations.  Birth  Rates  and  Death  Rates,  both  local 
and  national  for  these  years. 

In  the  absence  of  an  Area  Comparability  Factor  for  recent  years, 
it  is  not  possible  to  draw  any  direct  comparison  between  the  local 
and  national  Death  Rates.  It  does  appear  that  the  age  distribution 
of  the  population  of  the  Rural  District  is  similar  to  that  of  pre-war 
years,  when  there  was  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  the  older  age 
groups  compared  with  the  age  distribution  of  the  population  of 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  If  this  is  the  case  at  present,  the 
local  Death  Rates  compare  favourable  with  those  for  the  country 
as  a whole. 

In  Table  II  on  page  7 are  given  details  of  deaths  throughout 
the  year,  the  information  having  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General.  The  main  cause  of  death  was  again  diseases  of  the  heart, 
while  cancer  was  next  in  importance. 


Deaths 

The  ages  at  death  of  ” Residents  ” whether  death  occurred 
within  or  without  the  Rural  District  were  as  shown  below. 


206  11 


54 


92 


Births 

There  were  292  births  in  the  Rural  District  in  1948,  the  total 
being  the  same  as  that  for  1947.  The  respective  rates  per  thousand 
of  the  estimated  mid-year  population  were  16.6  for  1947  and  16.1 
for  1948. 
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1948  births  were 

made  up  as  follows 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

149 

143 

Legitimate 

146 

136 

Illegitimate 

3 

7 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

4 

5 

Legitimate 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

The  still  birth  rate  was  29.9  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births, 
the  legitimate  still  birth  rate  being  31.1  per  1000  total  legitimate  births 
and  the  illegitimate  still  birth  rate  being  nil. 


Infant  Mortality 

There  were  11  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  in  1948 


and  these  were  as  follows  : — 

Male  Female 

Total  4 7 

Legitimate  4 6 

Illegitimate  0 1 

The  death  rate  for  infants  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  District 
in  1948  was  as  shown  below  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  Live  Births  ...  ...  37.6 


Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  Legitimate  Births  35.5 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  Illegitimate  Births  100 

Of  these  eleven  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  six 
occurred  in  the  first  twenty-four  hours  of  the  infant’s  life  and  these 
were  due  to  neonatal  causes.  Three  others  occurred  in  the  first  month 
and  had  similar  causes. 


Marriages 

There  was  a total  of  94  marriages  in  the  Braintree  Rural  District 
in  1948. 
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TABLE  I. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  1948  and  Previous  Years. 


{smv.^Q 
J3AO  sqj.ng  p sssdxs) 
as-BajDUi 

—60 

—56 

—27 

30 

23 

62 

47 

66 

69 

86 

Deaths 

H 

h- 

LU 

z 

c/: 

<U 

< 

S91B/V\  ^ 
puBii^uH 
9JB>| 

12.1 

14.4 

13.5 

12.3 

13.0 

12.7 

12.7 

12.0 

12.3 

OI0.8 

sjBg 

13.9 

14.8 

12.2 

11.9 

13.5 

12.1 

12.2 

13.7 

12.7 

1 1.3 

.i9qain{si 

225 

261 

229 

' 217 

243 

213 

204 

236 

223 

206 

Under  1 year  of  age 

S9|BA\  V 
pUBI^UH 

X p<><XXXXK  XX 

sqjJiq 
000 T 

.i9d  9jBg 

32.7 

42.5 

24.3 

16.2 

45.1 

50.9 

27.9 

19.9 

44.5 

37.7 

J9quin|q 

5 

9 

5 

4 

12 

14 

7 

6 

13 

11 

Transferable  | 

P 

PIJJSIQ  UT 
9J9ISiy9J  lOU 
SJU9piS9J  JO 

83 

84 

67 

72 

85 

81 

75 

84 

60 

76 

J3TJJSIQ  UI 
p9J3ISI^9.( 
sjuspisaj 

-uougo 

26 

34 

43 

34 

24 

84 

79 

107 

77 

38 

pijjsia 
ui  psjajsTys'g 
jsquin^i  \ho± 

168 

212 

205 

179 

182 

216 

208 

259 

240 

168 

Births 

Nett 

S9iBAy 
^ puBi^ug 
9jBg 

14.8 

14.1 

13.9 

15.6 

16.2 

17.7 

16.1 

19.1 

20.5 

o 17.9 

9iB'g 

! 

10.6 

11.6 

11.0 

13.5 

14.7 

15.6 

15.1 

17.6 

16.6 

16.1 

.I9qiiintq 

165 

205 

202 

247 

266 

275 

251 

302 

292 

292 

-ITSA-pTlU 

pajBuiiiss 

uopT-ndog 

:a)  15,580 
(b)  16,210 
17,600 

18,770 

18,230 

18,000 

17,580 

16,680 

17,170 

17,560 

18,190 

Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

TABLE  II. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  Table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Regis- 
trar-General and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  new  abridged 
list  of  causes  of  death  as  used  in  England  & Wales  and  contained 
in  the  Manual  of  the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Death. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 





Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

— 

Influenza 

— 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M)  uterus  (F) 

4 

2 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

5 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

3 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

16 

9 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

8 

9 

Heart  disease 

28 

32 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

2 

Bronchitis 

3 

6, 

Pneumonia 

1 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

. 1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

— 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

2 

Nephritis 

2 

5 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

Premature  birth 

1 

— 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury,  infantile  disease 

4 

3 

Suicide 

1 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents 

2 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

— 

All  other  causes 

12 

12 

All  causes  ...  1 

100 

106 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Public  Health  Officers 

For  list  see  page  1. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Flealth  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  Councils  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Braintree  and 
Rocking  and  of  Witham  and  the  Rural  District  of  Dunmow,  and 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  Essex  County  Council. 

Office  accommodation  is  provided  for  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Joint  Sanitary  Committee, 
at  the  Braintree  and  Rocking  Urban  District  Council  Offices  at  the 
Town  Hall,  Braintree. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  staff  of  the  Chief  Sanitarv  In- 
spector from  the  position  obtaining  at  the  end  of  1947. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  laboratory  at  Black  Notley  Hospital  provides  a bacterio- 
logical service  for  the  Rural  District.  This  service  was,  until  July 
5th,  1948,  under  the  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

in  addition,  the  Essex  County  Council  provide  a laboratory 
service  which  includes  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  of 
water  samples,  the  chemical  analyses  of  sewage  effluents  and  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  milk  ‘and  ice  cream,  and  the  exami- 
nation of  other  foods  for  pathogenic  organisms.  These  examinations 
are  carried  out  by  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories.  66, 
Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.l. 

Examinations  of  milk  samples  from  the  District  are  also  ar- 
ranged by  the  Essex  County  Council  and  the  service  is  provided 
by  the  Essex  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Writtle  near  Chelmsford. 


Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Rural  District  had  never  operated  an  Ambulance  Service  of 
their  own,  as  the  District  had  always  been  adequately  served  in  this 
respect  from  other  bodies  in  close  proximity. 

As  from  July  5th,  1948,  Essex  County  Council,  as  the  Local 
Health  Authority,  became  responsible  for  the  operation  of  the 
Ambulance  Service  in  the  area.  Prior  to  that  date  the  following 
arrangements  had  been  in  operation. 
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For  cases  of  general  sickness  and  accident  a motor  ambulance 
was  provided  at  the  William  Julien  Courtauld  Hospital,  Braintree, 
and  this  served  that  part  of  the  Rural  District  adjacent  to  Braintree. 
A similar  service  for  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  Rural  District  was 
provided  by  the  motor  ambulance  owned  by  Witham  Urban  District 
Council  and  stationed  at  Witham.  In  addition,  the  Braintree  Branch 
of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade  had  an  ambulance  based  on 
Braintree,  which  was  also  available  for  the  conveyance  of  cases  of 
general  sickness  and  accident. 

For  the  transport  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  the  motor  ambul- 
ance of  the  Braintree  Joint  Hospital  Board,  stationed  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Cressing  Road,  Braintree,  had  been  available. 

The  ambulance  services  as  outlined  above  were  generally  ade- 
quate for  the  needs  of  the  Rural  District.  On  the  rare  occasions  when 
it  was  necessary  to  call  on  other  facilities,  these  supplementary 
services  were  available. 


Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  service  in  the  Rural  District  has  been  provided  by  the 
District  Nurses  of  the  Essex  County  Nursing  Association  and,  after 
July  5th,  by  the  Essex  County  Council  and  has  proved  very  satis- 
factory. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

These  have  been  provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council  and  the 
main  centres  are  at  the  Combined  Treatment  Centres  at  Braintree  and 
Witham,  where  there  are  available  Ante  Natal,  Womens’  Welfare, 
Dental,  Orthopaedic  and  Eye  Clinics  and  a Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  are  held  at  fortnightly  or  monthly  in- 
tervals in  the  larger  villages  in  the  Rural  District. 

Provision  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  is  made  at 
Clinics  at  Chelmsford  and  Colchester. 


Hospiials 

The  William  Julien  Courtauld  Hospital,  Braintree,  provides  25 
beds  for  cases  of  general  sickness  and  accident  and  a further  10  beds 
for  maternity  cases  and  is  available  for  part  of  the  Rural  District, 

The  general  hospitals  at  Chelmsford  and  Colchester  and  the 
Essex  County  Council  Hospital  at  Black  Notley  have  also  admitted 
patients  from  the  Rural  District. 
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For  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  hospital  accommodation  has 
been  provided  at  Colchester  and  Chelmsford,  as  the  Braintree  Joint 
Hospital  Board’s  Isolation  Hospital  was  disposed  of  to  the  Braintree 
and  Bocking  Urban  District  Council  for  use  as  a Hostel. 

St.  Michael’s  Hospital,  Braintree,  has  continued  to  provide  ac- 
commodation for  cases  of  chronic  sickness  and  senility  from  the 
Rural  District.  There  is  an  ever  growing  demand  for  instituticmal 
accommodation  for  this  type  of  case. 


New  Legislation 

The  year  1948  was  a remarkable  one  in  respect  of  the  amount 
of  new  legislation  affecting  the  functions  of  a District  Council.  As 
I he  overall  effect  tended  to  diminish  still  further  the  powers  of  such 
bodies,  it  cannot  be  hailed,  from  their  point  of  view,  as  a landmark 
along  the  road  of  progress. 

As  far  as  the  public  health  functions  of  the  Council  were  con- 
cerned the  more  important  enactments  were  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  and  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  both  of 
which  came  into  operation  on  July  5th,  1948.  Under  the  former 
Act,  the  Council  ceased  to  be  responsible,  among  other  duties,  for 
the  Ambulance  Service,  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  for  the 
provision  of  beds  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  arising  in  the  District. 

On  the  other  hand,  by  the  National  Assistance  Act  the  Council 
have  now  become  charged  with  the  duty  of  arranging  burial  for 
deceased  persons  dying  in  their  area  when  no  one  else  will  undertake 
the  responsibility.  By  virtue  of  Section  47  of  the  same  Act,  the 
Council  may  now,  on  a certificate  from  their  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  apply  to  the  court  of  summary  jurisdiction  for  an  Order 
for  the  removal  to  and  detention  in  a suitable  hospital  or  other 
place,  of  persons  they  are  convinced  (a)  are  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease,  or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated, 
are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and  (b)  are  unable  to  devote  to 
themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care 
and  attention.  The  required  certificate  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  can  only  be  given  after  due  inquiry  and  consideration,  not 
only  of  the  interests  of  the  persons  concerned,  but  also  of  the  risk  of 
injury  to  the  health  of,  or  serious  nuisance  to,  other  persons. 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  by  the  Council  under  the 
above  mentioned  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  during 
1948.  Neither  were  the  Council  called  upon  to  arrange  burial  for  any 
deceased  person  under  the  provisions  of  Section  50  of  the  same  Act. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Water 


An  outline  of  the  provision  of  public  main  water  supplies 
throughout  the  Rural  District  was  given  in  my  Annual  Report  for 
1946.  There  were  no  new  works  of  water  supply  or  mains  extensions 
other  than  to  new  housing  sites  during  the  period  since  then. 

The  main  public  water  supply  generally  has  been  satisfactory 
during  the  year  as  regards  quantity  and  quality,  although  the  Terling 
supply  was  once  again  found  to  be  of  unsatisfactory  quality  for  a 
short  period. 

None  of  the  waters  is  liable  to  have  any  plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  quality  of  the  raw  water  from  the  Council’s  sources  of 
supply  and  of  the  water  passing  into  supply  is  controlled  by  regular 
bacteriological  examinations.  Regular  chemical  analyses  are  also 
made  of  the  raw  water  from  the  respective  sources.  Twenty  seven 
samples  of  main  water  supplies  were  taken  for  analyses  during  1948. 
Copies  of  typical  reports  on  the  analyses  of  the  water  from  the  four 
sources,  Terling  Waterworks,  South  Essex  Water  Company,  Cogges- 
hall  Waterworks  and  Fetches  Bridge  Waterworks  will  be  found  on 
pages  16  to  19. 

All  of  the  main  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  subject  to 
chlorination  at  the  respective  sources.  In  the  case  of  the  Council’s 
undertakings,  gaseous  chlorine  is  employed  at  Fetches  Bridge  Works 
and  hypochlorite  solution  at  Coggeshall  and  at  Terling. 

Notes  on  the  functioning  of  each  of  the  undertakings  during  1948 
are  given  below.  1 am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and  his 
staff,  who  have  supplied  the  data  in  regard  to  the  amounts  of  water 
pumped  in  each  area  for  the  year  to  31st  March,  1949.  It  has  not 
been  possible  to  obtain  separate  statistics  as  to  trade  and  domestic 
consumption  for  the  year  under  review. 


FETCHES  BRIDGE  WATERWORKS 

These  works  functioned  on  the  whole  satisfactorily  during  the 
year.  There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  total  hardness  of  the 
raw  water  from  the  boreholes  over  the  past  few  years,  which  is,  of 
course,  discounted  by  the  softening  process  which  the  water  undergoes 
before  passing  into  supply.  The  average  of  the  total  hardness  of  the 
water  in  supply  is  115  parts  per  million  compared  with  the  380 
parts  per  million  of  the  raw  water. 
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During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1949,  there  were  33,537,000 
gallons  pumped  from  these  works,  on  an  average  day’s  pumping  of 
6.7  hours.  The  overall  rate  for  domestic  consumption  on  this  supply 
was  31.10  gallons  per  head  per  day  of  the  population  supplied.  The 
demand  from  Service  Departments  has  now  entirely  ceased. 

t 

In  the  course  of  the  year  57  new  connections  were  made  to  the 
water  mains  in  the  Northern  Area  of  the  District  which  is  supplied 
with  niain  water  from  these  works. 


COGGESHALL  WATERWORKS 

There  was  again  a slight  decrease  in  the  rate  of  output  from 
this  well.  The  area  supplied  by  these  works  has  now  to  call  on 
increasing  supplementary  supplies  from  the  South  Essex  Water  Com- 
pany, despite  the  fact,  as  shown  by  the  relatively  high  proportion 
of  stand-pipe  supplies,  that  consumers  on  this  supply  are  probablv 
the  worst  off  in  regard  to  facilities  for  the  use  of  water  in  the  whole 
of  the  Rural  District. 

The  average  daily  pumping  hours  over  the  year  were  17.2  and  the 
yield  was  44,823,000  gallons.  This  had  to  be  augmented  by  14,050,000 
gallons  from  the  South  Essex  Water  Company’s  supply.  The  overall 
consumption  was  at  the  rate  of  50.10  gallons  per  head  per  dav, 
for  domestic  and  trade  purposes. 

Seventeen  new  connections  were  made  to  the  mains  on  this 
system  during  the  year. 


TERLING  WATERWORKS 

Here  also  an  increasing  demand  for  water  is  being  experienced, 
largely  for  dairy  purposes. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a routine  sample  taken  from  the 
mains  showed  slight  contamination.  A defect  in  the  chlorination  plant 
was  soon  put  right  and  the  water  in  the  public  mains  thereupon 
became  satisfactory,  but  it  was  some  little  time  before  the  quality 
of  the  raw  water  could  again  be  considered  of  a sufficiently  high 
standard.  Prior  to  this  particular  contamination  it  had  always  been 
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found  that  of  the  two  spring  sources  supplying  water  to  these  works, 
Norrell’s  Spring  had  invariably  been  the  less  satisfactory,  but  on 
this  occasion  the  Swan  Pond  Springs  were  responsible.  The  execution 
of  protective  works  at  the  latter  source  brought  an  immediate  im- 
provement in  the  quality  of  the  water.  In  addition,  as  a further 
precaution  a complete  new  chlorinating  apparatus  was  provided. 

It  must  again  be  recorded  that  these  particular  Works  are  not 
entirely  suitable  in  that  the  quality  of  the  raw  water,  as  happened 
in  1948,  is  liable  to  considerable  variation  and  that  adequate  chlorin- 
ation is  always  essential  and  not,  as  it  should  be,  an  additional 
safeguard  for  a raw  water  of  pure  and  wholesome  standard.  The 
limited  quantity  of  water  which  is  available  from  these  works  is  an 
additional  reason  for  seeking  an  alternative  and  adequate  source  of 
supply  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

The  output  for  the  year  from  Terling  Waterworks  was  29,878,000 
gallons  to  achieve  which,  the  average  daily  pumping  hours  had  to  be 
increased  to  8.5.  The  rate  of  consumption  for  all  purposes  was 
37.54  gallons  per  head  per  day.  An  increasing  proportion  of  this 
demand  is  for  agricultural,  principally  dairy,  purposes. 

Twelve  new  connections  were  made  to  the  mains  on  this  system 
during  1948. 


SOUTH  ESSEX  WATER  COMPANY 


A total  of  91,871,000  gallons  was  obtained  by  the  Council  from 
the  Company,  during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1949.  Of  this 
amount  14,050,000  went  to  augment  the  supply  from  Coggeshall 
Waterworks.  The  Rural  District  have  no  longer  to  provide  a supple- 
mentary supply  from  this  system  to  Witham  Urban  District  Council 
as  the  latter  now  have  their  own  connections  to  the  South  Essex 
Water  Company's  trunk  main. 

The  rate  for  water  consumption  in  this  area  cannot  be  estimated 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy  because  consumption  figures  for  such 
large  consumers  as  the  Essex  County  Council  Hospitals  and  Stisted 
Hall,  and  the  Polish  Families  Camp,  Kelvedon,  are  not  available 
for  the  period  in  question. 

In  this  area  there  were  30  new  connections  made  to  the  mains 
during  the  year. 
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Main  Domestic  Water  Supplies 

Particulars  in  regard  to  the  number  of  houses  and  the  approxi- 
mate number  of  inhabitants  who  obtain  main  water  supplies,  either 
piped  into  houses  or  by  means  of  a standpipe,  are  given  on  the 
table  on  page  15.  The  details  are  given  separately  for  each  parish 
and  are  based  principally  on  the  recent  Housing  Survey  carried  out 
in  the  District. 


Shallow  Well  Water  Supplies 

There  are  still  several  localities  in  the  District  which  have  to 
depend  on  shallow  wells  and  springs  as  their  only  source  of  water 
supply.  Each  year,  fortunately,  sees  more  and  more  of  these  un- 
satisfactory supplies  being  eliminated  as  the  public  water  mains 
continue  to  spread  throughout  the  District. 

Two  of  these  sources  at  Ranks  Green  and  Fuller  Street,  Fairstead, 
continued  to  show  bacterial  impurity,  including  the  presence  of  B.coli 
in  appreciable  numbers  in  the  water. 

An  additional  source  which  proved  of  unsatisfactory  bacterial 
quality  was  that  at  Beazley  End,  Wethersfield.  In  all  three  cases 
boiling  of  the  water  was  advised  and,  in  addition,  the  Council  for 
some  time  carted  water  to  Ranks  Green,  Fairstead. 

As  soon  as  the  laying  of  water  mains,  now  being  undertaken  in 
the  adjacent  Chelmsford  Rural  District,  has  progressed  sufficiently, 
the  Braintree  Rural  District  Council  will  lay  connecting  mains  to 
serve  the  Ranks  Green  and  Fuller  Street  areas  of  the  parish  of 
Fairstead  and  these  two  particularly  unsatisfactory  sources  will  cease 
to  be  used.  The  Council  also  propose  as  soon  as  possible  to  extend 
their  main  to  Beazley  End,  Wethersfield. 

During  1948,  a further  3 shallow  well  supplies  were  discontinued, 
namely  two  at  Cressing  (Tye  Green  and  Hawbush  Green)  and  that  at 
Bardfield  Saling  (Pollards  Villas)  and  there  are  now  remaining  in 
use  the  following  sixteen  such  sources  in  the  respective  parishes. 

Parish  Wells  and  Springs 

« 

Fairstead — -3  wells,  2 at  Fuller  Street,  1 at  Ranks  Green. 
Faulkbourne — 1 well  at  Pump  Bungalow. 

Finchingfield — 2 wells  at  Hawkins  Harvest  and  at  Ost  End. 

White  Notley — 1 well  at  The  Green. 

Panfield — 2 wells  at  Shalford  Road  and  The  Village. 

Pattiswick — 1 well  at  Council  Flouses. 
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Great  Saling — 1 well  at  Blake  End. 

Shalford — 1 well  at  Jaspers  Green. 

Sfisted — 1 well  opposite  Bridge  Hall. 

Wethersfield — 3 wells  at  Blackmore  End,  Beazley  End  and  Brick 
Kiln  Green. 

MAIN  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Provision  of  Main  Supplies  in  Houses,  Standpipe  Supplies  and 
estimated  population  served  in  each  Parish  in  the  Braintree  Rural 
District  as  at  mid- 1949. 


Parish 

Total  in 
District 

Main  Supply 
in  House 

Stand-pipe 

Supply 

No.  of  Houses 

Estd.  popn. 

No.  of  houses  served 

Estd.  popn.  served 

No.  of  houses  served 

Estd.  popn.  served 

Great  Bardfield 

293 

957 

118 

384 

26 

84 

Bradwell 

71 

232 

33 

107 

7 

23 

Great  Coggeshall 

812 

2649 

488 

1591 

298 

971 

Little  Coggeshall 

106 

347 

68 

221 

29 

94 

Cressing 

270 

881 

170 

554 

5 

16 

Fairstead 

80 

261 

11 

36 

2 

6 

Faulkbourne 

42 

137 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Feering 

313. 

1021 

265 

865 

15 

49 

Finchingfield 

395 

1289 

226 

728 

7 

23 

Hatfield  Peverel 

680 

2219 

485 

1581 

28 

92 

Kelvedon 

587 

1915 

443 

1545 

102 

334 

Marks  Hall 

25 

81 

17 

55 

1 

3 

Black  Notley 

210 

685 

91 

297 

10 

32 

White  Notley 

127 

414 

45 

146 

5 

16 

Panfield 

111 

362 

82 

267 

5 

16 

Pattiswick 

74 

241 

23 

74 

9 

29 

Rayne 

226 

737 

71 

231 

3 

10 

Bardfield  Saling 

69 

225 

33 

105 

5 

17 

Great  Saling 

no 

359 

53 

172 

13 

41 

Shalford 

200 

652 

122 

398 

— 

— 

Stisted 

197 

642 

112 

366 

31 

99 

Terling 

246 

802 

117 

382 

26 

84 

Wethersfield 

332 

1082 

119 

385 

19 

61 

Totals 

5576 

18190 

3192 

10490 

646 

2100 
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WATER  ANALYSES 

Sample  from  SOUTH  ESSEX  SUPPLY 

Date  of  Sample  19.10.48. 
Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million. 


Appearance  Bright  with  a few  particles  of  mineral  debris. 


Colour  Less  than  10 


Odour  Nil 

Electric  Conductivity 

at  20° C 790 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  90 

Hardness  Total  305 

Temporary  250 

Permanent  55 

Metals  Absent 


Turbidity  {Silica  Scale) 

Less  than  5 


Reaction  pH.  8.0 

Total  solids  dried  at 

180°C  530 

Alkalinity  as  Ca  Coj  250 
Free  Carbon  Dioxide  4 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  1.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  Absent 

Free  Ammonia  0.000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.042 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 

4 hrs.  at  27°C  0.80 


Bacteriological  Results. 


Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  ml.  in — 

1 day  at  37°C  2 days  at  37°C  3 days  at  20°C 

12  24  — 


Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction — 

Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli — 

Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 


Report  : This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
free  from  metals  apart  from  a negligible  trace  of  iron  and 
its  reaction  is  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality.  The  water 
is  hard  in  character,  though  not  to  an  excessive  degree 
and  contains  no  excess  of  saline  or  mineral  constituents 
in  solution.  It  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quality  and 
bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a wholesome  water 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Signed,  G.  J.  LAWS. 
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Sample  from  TERLING  WATERWORKS 

Date  of  Sample  8.12.48. 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million. 


A ppcarance  Bright  with  a few  particles  of  mineral  debris. 


Colour 

Nil 

Odour 

Nil 

Electric  Conductivity 

at 

20°C 

710 

Chlorine 

in  Chlorides 

31 

Hardness 

Total 

395 

Temporary 

270 

Permanent 

125 

Metals 

Absent 

Turbidity  {Silica  Scale) 

Less  than  5 


Reaction  pH.  7.0 

Total  solids  dried  at 

180°C  475 

Alkalinity  as  Ca  Co^  270 
F)  ■ee  Carbon  Dioxide  39 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  6.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  Absent 

Free  A mmonia  0.006 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.012 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 

4 hrs.  at  27° C 0.15 


Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  ml.  in— 

1 day  at  37°C  2 days  at  37°C  3 days  at  20°C 

0 2 — 


Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction — 

Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 


Bact.  coli — 

Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 

Report  : This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals.  The  water  is 
very  hard  in  character,  although  its  hardness  and  its 
content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  are  not  ex- 
cessive. Its  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a 
high  standard. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure 
and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supply 
purposes. 

Signed,  ROY  C.  HOATHER. 
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Sampie  from  COGGESHALL  WATERWORKS 


Date  of  Sample  9.12.48. 
Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million. 


Appearance  Bright  with  a few  ferruginous  mineral  particles.  Very 


slight  oil  film. 

Colour 

Nil 

Turbidity  {Silica  Scale) 

Odour 

Nil 

Less  than  ^ 

Electric  Conductivity 

Reaction  pH. 

7.8 

at  20° C 

1720 

Total  solids  dried  at 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

380 

180° 

1150 

Hardness  Total 

145 

Alkalinity  as  Ca  Coj 

310 

Temporary 

145 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

/' 

Permanent 

0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0.6 

Metals  Iron 

0.03 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 

Other  Metals 

Absent 

Less  than  0.01 

Free  Ammonia 

0.008 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.016 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 

4 hrs.  at  27° C 

0.55 

> 

Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  ml.  in — 

1 day  at  37°C 

2 days  at 

37°C  3 days  at  20°C 

0 

1 

— 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction — 

Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli — 

Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 


Report  : This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
has  a reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality,  and  is 
free  from  metals  apart  from  a negligible  trace  of  iron. 
The  hardness  of  the  water  is  very  moderate  and  its  con- 
tent of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution,  al- 
though high,  is  not_  excessive.  Its  organic  quality  and 
bacterial  purity  are  of  a high  standard. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure 
and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public 
supply  purposes. 

Signed,  ROY  C.  HOATHER. 
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Sample  from  FETCHES  BRIDGE  WATERWORKS 

Date  of  Sample  8.12.48. 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million. 

A ppearance  Faint  opalescence  with  a few  particles.  Becomes  very 
faintly  opalescent  with  a very  slight  deposit  of  iron  oxide 
on  keeping. 


Colour  Less 

than  10 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale) 

6 

Odour 

Nil 

Reaction  pH. 

7.1 

Electric  Conductivity 

Total  solids  dried  at 

at  20°C 

900 

180°C 

600 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

90 

Alkalinity  as  Ca  Co^j 

305 

Hardness  Total 

385 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

35 

Temporary 

305 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0.0 

Permanent 

80 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 

Absent 

Metals  Iron 

0.22 

Free  Ammonia 

0.32 

Other  Metals 

Absent 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  in 

0.000 

4 hrs.  at  27° C 

0.20 

Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  ml.  in — 

1 day  at  37°C 

2 days 

at  37°C  3 days  at  20°C 

0 

0 — 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction — 

Present  in  - 

Absent  from  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli — 

Present  in  - 

Absent  from  100  ml. 

Report  : This  samph 

i is  faintly 

' opalescent  in  appearance, 

neutral 

in  reaction 

and  free 

from  metals  apart  from  a 

minute 

trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character,  al- 
though its  hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline 
constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive.  Its  organic 
quality  and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a high  standard. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure 
and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public 
supply  purposes  apart  from  the  disadvantage  of  the  high 
hardness. 


Signed,  ROY  C.  HOATHER. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Although  it  has  not  been  possible  to  record  any  further  provision 
of  main  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  facilities  in  the  Rural  District 
in  1948,  there  were  definite  signs  that,  as  far  as  the  villages  of  Great 
Bardfield,  Finchingfield  and  Wethersfield  are  concerned,  such  pro- 
vision would  no  longer  be  unduly  delayed.  The  Local  Inquiry  held 
by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  at  Great  Bardfield  on  20th 
April,  1948,  into  the  Council’s  proposals  to  provide  these  services 
for  this  part  of  their  District  resulted  in  the  Minister’s  approval  being 
given  in  principle  to  the  scheme. 

The  Council  will  no  doubt  next  consider  the  remainder  of  their 
District  and  the  need  for  similar  services  in  such  localities  as  Rayne, 
Terling,  Stisted  and  Bradwell,  all  of  which  have  much  need  for 
these  amenities. 

Among  the  properties,  other  than  new  Council  Houses  and  new 
Private  Houses  connected  to  the  existing  sewers  during  the  year  were 
40  Council  Houses  at  White  Notley,  Black  Notley  and  Cressing. 
In  these  instances  a main  sewer  had  been  laid  for  nearly  ten  years 
but,  owing  to  the  war,  the  house  connections  had  been  postponed, 
and  pail  closets  had  continued  in  use  until  1948. 

In  regard  to  the  functioning  of  the  Council’s  existing  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  and  their  respective  sewerage  systems,  the  Council’s 
Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  information  for  the  following  notes, 
which  are  given  below  under  the  heading  of  the  respective  Works. 

Great  Coggeshall  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

These  works  afforded  further  evidence  during  the  year  of  the 
imminent  need  for  reconditioning.  All  of  the  five  samples  of  the 
effluent  taken  during  the  year  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Complaints  of  backflooding  of  the  drains,  particularly  in  The 
Gravel  area,  indicate  that  the  effect  of  increasing  development  is  being 
felt  on  the  existing  sewerage  system.  The  Council’s  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  was  authorised  to  proceed  with  the  provision  of  a length 
of  storm  relief  sewer  which  would  temporarily  ease  the  problem. 

Apart  from  new  Council  Houses,  there  were  no  new  connections 
to  the  sewer  in  the  area. 

Kelvedon  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

The  plant  here  proved  adequate  to  the  demands  made  upon  it. 
Of  five  samples  of  the  effluent  taken  during  the  year  4 were  satis- 
factory. 
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So  far  no  agreement  has  been  reached  between  the  Gas  Company 
and  the  Council  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  (Drainage  of  Trade 
Premises)  Act,  1937,  whereby  the  trade  waste  from  the  Gas  Works 
may  be  admitted  to  the  Council’s  sewer.  This  trade  waste  is  at  present 
being  discharged  into  the  River  Blackwater. 

In  addition  to  new  Council  Houses,  there  was  one  new  connection 
to  the  sewer  in  the  Kelvedon  area. 


Hatfield  Peverel  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

By  reason  of  increased  flow  to  the  works  the  plant  is  now  having 
ditficulty  in  producing  a satisfactory  effluent.  There  were  4 samples 
taken  in  1948  and  of  these  none  was  satisfactory. 

The  future  of  these  works  is  bound  up  with  the  possibility  of 
sewering  the  village  of  Terling  and  draining  that  to  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Additional  provision  is  likely  also  to  be  required  for  the  reception 
of  trade  waste  from  dairies  in  the  vicinity. 

In  1948,  there  were  no  new  connectons  to  the  sewers  on  this 
system. 

White  Motley  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

These  Works  are  still  dealing  with  an  average  daily  flow  which  is 
well  within  their  designed  capacity  and  no  major  difficulties  in  this 
respect  are  likely  for  many  years  to  come. 

Out  of  four  samples  taken  during  the  year  3 were  satisfactory. 

There  were  eight  new  connections  to  the  sewer  in  the  area  served 
by  these  Works  during  the  year. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

Pollution  of  streams  flowing  into,  and  of  the  River  Pant  itself, 
continued  to  occur  in  the  villages  of  Great  Eardfield,  Finchingfield 
and  Wethersfield.  The  implementation  of  the  scheme  for  the  sewerage 
of  these  villages  will  result  in  the  cessation  of  such  pollution. 

Similar  pollution  by  old  sewers  draining  directly  into  the  river 
occurs  on  the  River  Ter  at  Terling,  and  here  again,  the  provision 
of  the  proposed  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  area  will  do  away 
with  the  pollution. 

The  River  Blackwater  is  polluted  by  trade  waste  from  the  local 
Gas  Works  at  Kelvedon. 
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Public  Cleansing 


Refuse  Collection 

Further  extensions  of  domestic  refuse  collection  service  were 
made  during  the  year,  bringing  in  every  Parish  in  the  District,  al- 
though two  of  these  were  being  covered  by  a private  contractor.  This 
latter  system  was  not  satisfactory  and  the  ultimate  intention  is  to 
replace  this  by  the  Council’s  service,  it  was  hoped,  by  the  com- 
mencement of  1949. 

Further  details  of  this  scheme  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Council’s  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  responsible  for  this  service. 


Night  Soil  Collection 

The  decision  made  during  1947  to  contract  for  this  service  in 
certain  parts  of  the  unsewered  areas  of  the  District,  with  a firm 
who  specialise  in  this  work,  was  more  than  justified.  Although  this 
can  still  only  be  properly  regarded  as  a temporary  amelioration  of 
the  difficulties  of  disposal  where  no  sewers  are  available,  the  new 
scheme  was  nevertheless  a distinct  improvement  over  the  previous 
system.  Collections  were  then  made  by  several  local  farmers,  etc. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  work  done  during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector's 
Department  is  set  out  in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector.  As  is  to  be  expected  under  present  day  conditions,  the 
bulk  of  complaints  received  are  in  respect  of  housing  defects  and 
other  housing  matters,  since  it  is  a function  of  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector’s Department  to  deal  with  housing  lists  and  applications. 


Shops 

No  routine  inspections  of  premises  in  the  District  in  regard  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934.  could  be  made.  Special  attention 
has  been  given  to  premises  used  for  the  preparation,  sale  and  storage 
of  food. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Although  itinerant  van  dwellers  pass  through  the  District  in 
considerable  numbers  at  such  times  as  the  peapicking  season,  they 
do  not  linger  for  long  in  any  one  spot. 

There  have  been  recently  several  applications  granted  to  persons 
to  station  caravans  on  single  sites,  pending  the  owners  being  granted 
permission  to  build  a permanent  house  for  themselves,  on  such  sites. 
There  has  been  no  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  satisfactory 
hygienic  standards  in  these  instances. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  licensed  as  such  in  the  Rural  District. 


Vermin  Infestation 

Twelve  cases  of  verrnin  infestations  were  dealt  with  during  the 

year. 

Special  precautions  were  taken  to  ensure  that  no  infestations  arose 
in  new  Council  Houses  through  vermin  being  taken  in  furniture  or 
other  effects  from  existing  properties. 

Rodent  Control 

Details  of  the  scheme  in  operation  during  the  year  will  be 
found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Factories 

Particulars  of  premises  in  the  Rural  District  coming  within  the 
scope  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  and  of  inspections  made  there,  will 
be  found  in  the  table  on  page  24. 

There  were  27  outworkers  notified  as  being  employed  in  the 
District  in  February  1948,  many  of  whom  work  for  local  industries. 
The  principal  types  of  such  employment  are  in  the  manufacture  of 
wearing  apparel  and  lampshades. 

Schools 

All  schools  in  the  Rural  District  have  piped  main  water  supplies 
available. 

One  voluntary  school  whose  fate,  under  the  rationalisation  scheme 
of  the  Essex  Education  Committee,  is  uncertain,  is  still  not  connected 
to  the  sewer,  although  the  latter  has  been  available  immediately  in 
front  of  the  premises  for  over  ten  years. 
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Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  INSPECTION  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors), 


Number  of 


Premises  (1) 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers  premises) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

25 

6 

1 

— 

59 

14 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

- - 

. 

Total  84  20  2 


11.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

-o 

Referred 

Number  c 

Particulars 

Found 

flj 

<u 

E 

OJ 

oc 

To  H.M 
Inspector 

By  H.M 
Inspector 

Cdsfts in 
which 
prosecutio 
were 
institute< 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 



Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  convenience  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 



(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 



1 



Other  offences  (not  including  offences 





relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

4 

— 

2 

— 
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HOUSING 


j There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  available  housing 
j accommodation  in  the  Rural  District  in  1948.  In  all  130  new  dwellings 
j were  occupied  during  the  year  and  these  were  as  follows  : — 


New  Council  Houses 

100 

Private  Enterprise  Houses 

11 

Temporary  Dwellings 

... 

5 

Reconditioned  Private 

Dwellings 

12 

Corjverted  Buildings 

...  • • • 

2 

Total  ...  130 


This  total  is  considerably  less  than  the  annual  demands  for 
separate  housing  accommodation.  At  the  present  time  the  marriage 
rate  in  the  Registration  area  of  which  the  Rural  District  forms  a 
part,  is  8.97  per  1000  of  the  population  and  the  annual  number  of 
marriages  in  the  District  is  94.  It  is  very  exceptional  for  (liewly 
married  couples  to  find  separate  housing  accommodation  within  one 
year  of  marriage,  and  the  majority  have  to  wait  for  considerably 
longer.  Even  if  the  marriage  rate  decreases  somewhat,  as  it  probably 
will  in  future,  there  will  still  be  a net  demand  for  housing  accom- 
modation from  this  source  of  some  100  houses  annually.  This  figure 
might  be  reduced  by  anything  up  to  half  if,  and  when,  homes  become 
available  in  nearby  Urban  Districts  in  which  localities  many  residents 
of  the  Rural  District  are  employed. 

The  balance  of  housing  applications  which  totalled  584  at  3ist 
December,  1948,  are  in  the  main  from  families  living  in  sub-standard 
houses,  which  dwellings  are  often  overcrowded  as  well. 

At  the  year’s  end  there  were  62  requisitioned  properties  in  the 
District  occupied  by  families  rendered  homeless  by  enemy  action, 
either  in  the  Metropolitan  Area,  or  locally,  and  by  families  who  had 
previously  been  very  inadequately  housed.  Of  the  requisitioned  pro- 
perties, 40  had  already  been  scheduled  for  demolition  under  the 
Housing  Acts. 

Overcrowding  has  existed  in  many  instances,  even  on  the  meagre 
standards  of  the  Housing  Act,  although  the  worst  cases  have  since 
been  relieved.  Very  real  overcrowding,  if  not  within  the  legal  defi- 
nition, continues  to  exist  by  reason  of  two  or  more  families  having 
to  share  the  same  dwelling. 
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In  the  meantime,  as  far  as  conditions  permit,  action  is  taken  to 
ensure  that  the  occupied  houses  do  not  deteriorate  and  fall  below  the 
present  day  minimum  standard,  and  thorough  reconditioning  of  unfit 
property  has  been  effected  in  several  instances. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

There  was  a reduction  to  100  in  the  number  of  premises  registered 
in  the  Rural  District  for  the  production  and/or  sale  of  milk  at  the 
end  of  1948.  Ten  of  these  were  registered  as  retail  premises  only. 

The  producers  licensed  by  the  Essex  County  Council  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  for  the  production  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  rose  from  31  in  1947  to  32  in  1948,  while  in  the  same 
period  licences  to  produce  Accredited  Milk  fell  from  19  to  16. 

Particulars  of  inspections  made  at  premises  concerned  with  the 
sale  and  production  of  milk  and  of  the  action  taken  are  given  in  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 


Ice  Cream 


It  has  been  necessary  to  devote  increasing  attention  to  conditions 
in  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  to  ensure 
that  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  are  being  complied 
with.  These  visits,  the  majority  of  which  are  advisory,  have  generally 
been  well  received.  ' 


Registrations  increased  by  4 over  the  previous  year  and  now 
the  total  in  the  District  is  three  manufacturers  and  twenty-iwo  re- 
tailers only.  Of  the  manufacturers  two  employ  the  hot  mix  process, 
while  the  other  uses  the  cold  mix  method  only.  Conditions  generally 
were  fairly  satisfactory.  Improvements  in  premises  are  difficult  to 
achieve  with  present  day  restrictions,  although  what  has  been  possible 
has  usually  been  effected  by  the  co-operation  of  the  traders  who  are 
themselves  desirous  of  improving  their  facilities. 

Thirty-nine  samples  were  taken  during  the  season,  with  the  fol- 
lowing results  in  terms  of  the  Provisional  Grading  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  applicable  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test. 


Mamijactured  Locally. 

6 in  provisional  Grade  1 
2 in  provisional  Grade  11 
2 in  provisional  Grade  III 
6 in  provisional  Grade  IV 


Manufactured  outside  District. 

5 in  provisional  Grade  1 

8 in  provisional  Grade  11 

6 in  provisional  Grade  III 

4 in  provisional  Grade  IV 
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Meat 


The  continuance  of  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  scheme  for  centralised 
slaughtering  in  this  area  has  precluded  the  use  of  premises  in  the 
Rural  District  whose  fresh  killed  meat  supplies  come  from  the 
Ministry’s  slaughterhouses  at  Braintree  and  Witham. 

Meat  supplies  in  the  District  are  inspected  in  butchers’  shops, 
and  frequent  inspections  are  made  at  the  one  knacker’s  yard  in 
the  District,  where,  in  addition  to  the  normal  trade  carried  on  at  such 
premises,  horses  are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  in  the 
separate  building  properly  licensed  for  that  purpose. 

Other  Foods 

Inspection  of  other  foods  is  made  in  shops,  frequently  upon 
complaint.  Particulars  of  the  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  after  such  inspections  are  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  incidence  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases,  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis, in  the  Rural  District  throughout  1948  is  set  out  in  the  Table 
on  page  30.  Details  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  are 
given  under  that  sub-heading.  Features  of  the  occurrence  of  various 
notifiable  diseases  are  commented  upon  briefly  below. 

Diphtheria 

There  were  no  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  Rural  District 
during  1948. 

After  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  District  Council  ceased  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  diphtheria  immunisation  in  any  section  of  the  com- 
munity, that  duty  passing  to  the  Essex  County  Council  as  the  Local 
Health  Authority.  In  the  first  half  of  the  year  a total  of  80  children 
had  completed  a full  course  of  Immunisation.  Increasing  numbers  of 
children  are  immunised  annually  by  private  doctors  in  the  District. 
It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  particulars  of  the  numbers  of^ 
such  children,  who  are,  therefore,  not  included  in  the  number  stated. 

In  the  previous  year,  there  had  been  begun  sessions  for  providing 
secondary  (“  boosting  ”)  doses  for  children  at  or  about,  the  age  of 
entering  school.  By  the  30th  June,  1948,  46  children  had  been  given 
these  reinforcing  injections. 
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For  propaganda  purposes  much  use  was  made  of  the  material 
supplied  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  but  the  major 
credit  foi'  the  success  of  the  scheme  must  go  to  the  personal  contacts 
made  with  parents  and  school  teachers  by  the  Essex  County  Council 
Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  in  the  area. 

Measles 

This  disease  was  prevalent  from  the  end  of  April  until  the  be- 
ginning of  September,  the  months  of  May  and  June  being  the  peak 
period.  Hatfield  Peverel  and  those  Parishes  close  to  Braintree  were 
the  parts  of  the  District  mainly  affected,  but  sporadic  cases  were 
notified  from  all  Parishes. 

The  disease  was  generally  mild  in  character  and  in  only  one 
case,  and  that  complicated  by  pneumonia,  was  admission  to  hospital 
called  for. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  again  comparatively  few  cases  of  whooping  cough 
in  the  District.  The  incidence  was  distributed  over  all  parts  of  the 
District. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Three  of  the  nine  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  removed  to  hospital 
because  of  unsatisfactory  home  conditions.  Two  cases  were  members 
of  the  same  family  but  otherwise  no  case  to  case  spread  occurred, 
but  suggestive  histories  of  recent  sore  throats  were  obtained  in  con- 
tacts of  several  cases. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Of  the  three  notifications  received  in  1948,  two  were  in  respect 
of  patients  in  the  Maternity  Block  at  Black  Notley  Hospital. 

Infective  Hepatitis 

There  was  only  one  case  of  this  disease  notified  during  the  year. 

Non-notifiable  Diseases 

A few  sporadic  cases  of  chicken-pox  and  mumps  occurred  during 
the  year  among  the  school  children  in  the  District,  but  otherwise 
there  was  nothing  of  any  note. 

Tuberculosis 

Particulars  of  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  reported  during  the 
year  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  District  are  sei  out  in 
the  Table  on  page  29. 
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Deaths 


Age  Periods  Ncns  Cases 

(Years)  Non-  Non- 

Pulmonar)  pulmonary  Pulmonary  pulmonary 


0—  1 . 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1—  5 . 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

5—10 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  . 

— 

— 

— 2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  . 

1 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25  . 

1 

1 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  . 

3 

4 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  . 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55  . 

— 

— 

~ 1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  . 

1 

— 

— ..  — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 

upwards 

1 

1* 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

... 

8 

8 

1 6 

2 

1 

— 

16 

7 

3 ' 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  97  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  of  the  District.  These  were  as  follows  : — 

Males  Females 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory  Respiratory  Non-respiratory 

35  19  33  10 

On  the  death  or  removal  to  hospital  of  an  ‘ open  ’ case  of  tuber- 
culosis, the  Council  offer  disinfection  of  premises  and  bedding.  No 
charge  is  being  made  for  this  service.  The  number  of  disinfections 
carried  out  under  this  service  in  1948  in  the  Rural  District  was  five. 

A few  residents  of  the  Rural  District  took  advantage  of  the 
presence  of  a Mass  Radiography  Unit  in  Braintree  during  July  to  be 
X-rayed.  No  new  cases  from  the  Braintree  Rural  area  were  brought 
to  light  as  a result  of  this  investigation. 
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Notifiable  D iseases  [other  than  Tubercu  losis)  Notified  in  1948 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

THE  BRAINTREE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  for  the  year  1948. 

During  this  period  the  number  of  inspections  and  visits  to  con- 
trolled premises,  etc.,  has  shown  a marked  overall  increase  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  ; 1.  The 
staff  of  the  Department  was  one  less  than  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
previous  year  ; and  2.  a considerable  proportion  of  the  visits  were  of  an 
advisory  nature,  i.e.  reconditioning  work,  redrainage,  production  of 
a safe  ice  cream,  etc.,  which  inevitably  take  up  more  of  one’s  time. 

The  production  of  additional  housing  accommodation  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  District  continues  to  be  a vital  problem  and  the 
indications  are  that,  in  spite  of  the  new  houses  already  provided  and 
the  future  programme  in  hand,  it  will  be  some  considerable  time  be- 
fore the  supply  is  anything  like  equal  to  the  de.mand. 

Seven  further  hutments  were  converted  into  temporary  dwellings 
during  the  year  but  owing  to  the  decreasing  demand  for  this  type 
of  accommodation,  further  schemes  already  provisionally  approved 
were  abandoned. 

Thorough  re-conditioning  of  unfit  dwellings  was  encouraged 
wherever  possible  and  I would  also  advocate  a more  active 
policy  with  regard  to  the  repair  of  other  dwellings  which  are  not  in 
every  respect  fit  for  occupation,  but  which  can  be  so  rendered  at  a 
reasonable  expense. 

The  policy  of  taking  appropriate  action  in  respect  of  properties 
which  had  outlived  their  usefulness  and  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
re-conditioned,  was  continued  during  the  year.  This  is  of  particular 
importance  in  preventing  further  re-occupation  and  a consequent 
additional  burden  on  the  general  ratepayers  through  still  more  new 
accommodation  having  to  be  provided. 

A fuller  report  on  the  Council’s  Cleansing  Service  is  given  later, 
but  I would  like  to  emphasise  here  that  fuller  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  the  public  would  go  a long  way  towards  increasing  the  efficiency 
of  this  service  which  is  only  maintained  under  very  difficult  conditions. 
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There  still  appears  to  be  a general  apathy  towards  the  re- 
clamation of  waste  materials,  particularly  paper.  Quite  a considerable 
income  is  derived  from  this  source  but  I am  convinced  that  it  would 
be  much  higher,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  make  it  so,  by 
inducing  the  public  to  co-operate  to  their  utmost. 


Nature  and  Number  of  Visits,  Inspections,  etc. 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  ...  ...  ...  112 

Visits  to  investigate  complaints  ...  ...  ...  323 

Revisits  and  inspections  of  work  in  progress  ...  ...  364 

Interviews  with  owners,  builders  and  architects  ...  187 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Disinfections  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Disinfestations  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  171 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  and  Butchers'  Shops  ...  ...  41 

Inspections  of  Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  11 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Inspections  of  Fish  Friers’  premises  ...  ...  ...  25 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  93 

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  20 

Water  Samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Ice  Cream  Samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Visits  to  Premises  regarding  re-drainage  ...  ...  189 

Visits  to  requisitioned  premises  ...  ...  ...  191 

Visits  to  temporary  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  132 

Visits  to  Camping  and  Caravan  sites  ...  32 

Visits  in  connection  with  refuse  collection  and  salvage  ...  213 

Visits  to  refuse  tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Visits  to  premises  prior  to  removals  tt>  Council  Houses  ...  122 

Visits  in  connection  with  H.C.N.  fumigation  ...  ...  8 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  389 


CONTROLLED  PREMISES — Details  of  Inspection,  etc. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  etc. 

No.  Registered 

No.  Inspected 

Total  No.  of  Inspections 

Informal  Notices  served 

Notices  complied  with 

T.egal  Proceedings 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

21 

21 

33 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cowsheds,  Other  Dairies 
and  Milkshops 

100 

96 

171 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Slaughterhouses 

Knackers’  Yards 

16 

16 

41 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Offensive  Trades 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Friers 

5 

5 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Tee  Cream  Premises 

25 

25 

93 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  & Workshops 

84 

14 

20 

2 

2 

Nil 

Notices  and  Letters  sent  out 

Informal  Notices,  Letters,  Formal  Notices  ...  743 


Meat  Inspection 

No  changes  in  the  arrangements  for  supplying  meat  to  the 
butchers  in  the  District  were  made  during  the  year  and  all  meat  so 
supplied  continues  to  be  drawn  from  slaughterhouses  in  adjoining 
Districts  where  it  is  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  The  standard 
generally  of  meat  supplied  in  the  District,  at  least  from  a Public 
Health  aspect,  was  reasonably  good  and  very  little  of  a diseased  or 
unsound  condition  was  found  during  the  visits  which  are  maintained 
to  *butchers’  premises.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  these  premises 
continues  to  give  every  satisfaction. 

Whilst  no  legal  right  exists  to  inspect  pigs  belonging  to  private 
individuals  for  their  own  use  and  which  are  slaughtered  from  time 
to  time  in  the  five  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  licensed  for  this 
purpose,  every  effort  is  made  to  carry  out  such  inspections  since  it  is 
felt  that  the  fact  that  the  meat  is  not  being  “ sold  ” should  not  affect 
the  position  so  far  as  inspection  is  concerned,  and  also  the  owners 
are  only  too  pleased  to  have  their  attention  drawn  to  any  diseased 
condition  which  may  be  found.  These  visits  also  enable  provisions 
relating  to  the  slaughter  of  animals  to  be  enforced. 
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Other  Foods 


Periodical  visits  were  paid  to  other  food  premises  and  the  fol- 
lowing were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  where 
possible  being  disposed  of  for  animal  feeding  stuffs  ; — 

410  tins  of  food  of  various  types.  Cheese,  35  lbs. 

Mutton,  25  lbs.  Beef,  27  lbs.  Pork,  28  lbs. 

Bacon,  38  lbs.  Fish,  234  lbs.  478  Imported  Eggs. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

Total  number  of  premises  registered — ^3 1st  December,  1948  100 

Premises  registered  for  Production  and  Wholesale  ...  63 

Premises  registered  for  Production  and  Retail  ...  ...  27 

Premises  registered  for  Retail  only  ...  ...  ...  10 

Premises  licensed  for  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  32 

Premises  licensed  for  production  of  Accredited  Milk  ...  16 


Since  1948  will  probably  be  the  last  full  year  during  which  Local 
Authorities  will  be  responsible  for  supervision  of  the  production  of 
milk  at  farms,  it  is  appropriate  to  record  the  progress  made  during 
that  year  in  improving  sub-standard  premises  for  the  production  of 
Accredited  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
iff  of  the  Essex  County  Council,  Public  Health  Department,  the 
' bowing  major  schemes  have  been  carried  out  : — 

tiA  DWELL — Park  Farm — 

Entirely  new  cowshed  and  dairy  premises  erected. 

LITTLE  COGGESHALL—Ahbey  Farm— 

Existing  premises  converted  into  up-to-date  cowshed,  dairy 
and  sterilizing  room. 

FAULKBOURNE—Oak  Farm— 

Extension  to  cowshed  accommodation  and  extensive  improve-  ■ 
ments  to  existing  premises. 

FINCHINGFIELD—Fark  Farm— 

Entirely  new  cowshed  and  dairy  premises  almost  completed. 

BLACK  NOTLEY — Friars  Farm-- 

Extensive  improvements  to  existing  cowshed. 

Slam pseys  Farm— 

Entirely  new  milking  parlour  and  dairy  premises  erected. 
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Cuthcdge  Farm — - 

Entirely  new  cowshed  and  dairy  premises  erected. 

SH ALFORD — Sheering  Hall — 

New  dairy  and  sterilizing  room  provided. 

WETHERSFlELD^Brook  Farm— 

Existing  premises  converted  to  up-to-date  cowshed  and  new 
dairy  and  sterilizing  room  provided. 

In  addition,  many  minor  improvements  were  effected,  and  1 have 
no  doubt  that  when  the  duties  pertaining  to  milk  production  are 
eventually  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
the  standard  generally  over  the  District  will  be  found  to  compare 
very  favourably  with  that  for  elsewhere. 


Housing 

With  new  Council  Houses  becoming  available  for  occupation, 
more  and  more  cases  of  overcrowding  and  bad  housing  conditions 
are  being  brought  to  light.  Conditions  created  by  the  last  war,  i.e., 
large  scale  movement  of  population,  the  cessation  of  building  oper- 
ations during  the  war  period,  and  the  fact  that  the  last  overcrowding 
survey  was  carried  out  in  1935,  have  made  it  impracticable  to  keep 
accurate  records  of  overcrowding.  It  is  therefore  only  through  appli- 
cations for  new  accommodation  that  such  cases  are,  in  the  main, 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  and  it  is  alarming  to  note 
the  number  of  cases  where  two  or  more  families  are  in  occupation 
of  one  house. 

Many  young  people  married  during  the  war,  and  since,  are  still 
living  with  their  parents  ; children  have  been  born  ; and  the  position 
daily  becomes  worse  and  the  need  for  further  housing  accommodation 
more  urgent.  It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  a large  proportion 
of  houses  in  this  District  have  only  one  living  room,  plus  a scullery; 
together  with  two  bedrooms,  and  this  in  itself,  gives  rise  to  a certain 
amount  of  moral  overcrowding  where  there  is  insufficient  bedroom 
accommodation  for  the  proper  segregation  of  the  sexes. 

Many  properties  which  were  considered  unfit  for  habitation  in 
the  years  prior  to  the  war  are  still  occupied  and  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  them  even  in  a wind  and  weather- 
proof state.  Naturally,  owners  are  not  at  all  anxious  to  spend  money 
on  property  which  they  know  will  inevitably  be  demolished. 

Whilst  it  is  true  to  say  that  the  houses  erected  since  the  war 
have  eased  the  problem  somewhat,  and  enabled  quite  a number  of 
the  worst  cases  of  families  living  under  bad  conditions  to  be  dealt 
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with,  it  is  obvious  that  much  remains  to  be  done  and  the  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  housing  programme  must  be  maintained  for  a i 
considerable  time  before  its  effects  are  apparent. 

Although  the  temporary  dwellings  provided  by  the  Council  on  i 
the  various  airfields  have  proved  a most  useful,  though  temporary, 
expedient,  the  rapid  deterioration  of  the  outer  fabric  and  conse- 
quential high  cost  of  maintenance,  together  with  the  falling  off  in  i 
the  demand  for  this  type  of  accommodation,  has  resulted  in  the  > 
Council  deciding  to  abandon  plans  for  any  further  conversions.  It  may  i 
well  be  that  during  1949  a further  decision  not  to  re-let  these  dwellings  ! 
as  they  become  vacant,  will  have  to  be  made. 

During  the  year,  12  properties  which  were  previously  considered  ; 
unfit  for  habitation,  were  satisfactorily  re-conditioned  in  accordance  ; 
with  schemes  approved  by  the  Council. 


Public  Cleansing 

Refuse  Collection 

The  collection  of  domestic  refuse  throughout  the  District  : 
functioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  in  spite  of  difficulties  ex- 
perienced with  regard  to  the  vehicles  and  the  tipping  arrangements. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  year  all  Parishes  were  brought  into 
the  scheme  of  collection  by  Direct  Labour  and  the  contracts  for 
Great  Bardfield  and  Finchingfield  were  terminated. 

When  this  service  was  taken  over  by  my  Department  in  1946 
the  collections  were  made  mainly  in  the  village  centres,  but  as  the 
work  has  speeded  up  through  familiarity  of  the  men  with  the  District 
and  the  provision  of  proper  refuse  bins,  every  opportunity  has  been 
taken  to  extend  the  collections  to  more  isolated  parts  and  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  only  a very  small  percentage  of  properties  were  without 
the  advantage  of  this  service. 

The  two  tips  at  Coggeshall  and  Terling  continued  to  serve  the 
whole  of  the  District  but  as  this  meant  long  hauls,  particularly  in  the 
case  of  the  Northern  area,  negotiations  were  proceeding  for  the  use 
of  suitable  tipping  ground  at  Wethersfield  which  it  was  hoped  would 
be  in  use  in  the  early  part  of  1949. 

I'he  provision  of  proper  bins  has  been  somewhat  slow  mainly 
owing  to  the  law  which  permits  the  owner  or  occupier  to  be  held 
responsible.  In  general,  however,  it  has  been  found  that  in  cases 
where  the  responsibility  could  not  with  certainty  be  placed  on  one 
or  the  other,  the  fact  that  no  positive  action  has  been  taken,  has 
in  many  cases  resulted  in  the  bins  being  provided. 
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During  the  year,  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  main- 
taining the  Scammell  lorry  in  a serviceable  condition,  and  1 would 
issue  a word  of  warning  that  in  the  not-too-distant  future  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  consider  the  purchase  of  a new  vehicle. 

There  was  an  expected  and  inevitable  diminution  in  the  amount 
of  salvaged  materials  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year. 
Revenue  from  sales  was  just  over  £650  as  compared  with  approxi- 
mately £1,200  during  1947.  Present  indications  are  that  the  demand 
for  certain  materials  has  almost  ceased  and  it  would  appear  that  it 
will  be  most  difficult  to  maintain  the  income  at  anything  approaching 
the  1948  figure. 

Night  Soil  Collection 

The  new  arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  collection  of  night 
soil  in  those  Parishes  to  which  this  facility  had  been  afforded,  by  one 
Contractor  properly  equipped  for  this  work,  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  January,  1948.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  whilst  the  new 
scheme  can  still  only  be  regarded  as  a temporary  amelioration  of 
the  difficulties  of  disposal  in  these  parts,  it  was,  nevertheless,  a distinct 
improvement  on  the  old,  and  genuine  complaints  throughout  the  year 
were  practically  nil. 

Several  minor  extensions  to  the  scheme  took  place  during  the 
vear. 
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Shops  Act,  1934 

Apart  from  normal  routine  visits  it  was  not  necessary  to  take 
any  action  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement 

Routine  observations  were  kept  during  the  year  on  the  four 
factory  chimneys  in  the  District  and  apart  from  one  instance  there 
was  very  little  cause  for  complaint.  In  this  case  the  owners  had 
called  in  experts  to  advise  them  on  the  difficulties  being  experienced, 
mainly  due  to  the  inferior  quality  of  fuel  supplied,  and  following 
modifications  to  the  plant,  it  was  anticipated  that  some  improvement 
would  ensue. 


Ice  Cream  Premises 

There  were  25  premises  registered  for  the  storage,  manufacture 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  District,  an  increase  of  9 over  the  previous 
year. 
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To  those  engaged  in  the  Public  Health  Service,  ice  cream  is 
regarded  as  a commodity  to  which  particular  attention  must  be  paid, 
since  it  is  bound,  during  its  manufacture  and  subsequent  handling, 
to  be  exposed  to  many  risks  of  contamination.  Unless  properly 
handled  at  all  stages,  it  can  be  a great  potential  danger  to  health. 

Consequently,  routine  visits  were  increased  as  compared  with 
previous  years,  particularly  during  the  summer  months  and  39  samples 
were  taken  for  analysis.  Of  these,  2 were  reported  upon  as  being  of  an 
excellent  standard,  21  satisfactory,  5 passable  and  11  unsatisfactory. 
Of  the  latter,  6 were  manufactured  outside  the  District  and  whilst 
the  co-operation  of  the  Authority  in  whose  District  the  ice  cream 
is  manufactured  is  always  sought  in  connection  with  unsatisfactory 
samples,  it  is  not  always  forthcoming. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  increased  demand  for  ice  cream  and 
the  number  of  people  engaged  in  its  production  and  distribution,  that 
a considerable  time  will  have  to  be  devoted  to  its  efficient  control, 
and  that  further  co-operation  with  other  authorities  will  have  to  be 
sought  and  maintained,  if  this  commodity  is  to  be  regarded  as  an 
article  of  food  entirely  free  from  the  risk  of  contamination. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919 

One  important  change  in  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  for  exercising  Rodent  Control,  was  made  during  the  year. 

By  agreement  with  Local  Authorities,  all  previous  grants  and 
conditions  attached  thereto  were  terminated  at  the  end  of  the  March 
quarter  and  were  superseded  by  a consolidated  grant  of  50%  of  the 
approved  expenditure.  Advantages  of  this  new  scheme  are  : — 

1.  Work  on  Council  property,  i.e.,  sewers,  sewage  works,  refuse  tips, 
which  had  previously  been  carried  out  without  any  financial 
assistance,  now  ranks  for  grant  ; 

2.  The  Council  can  determine  its  own  position  in  relation  to  the 
charging  of  occupiers  for  treatment  of  infestations  at  private 
dwellings. 

As  a result  of  complaints  received  or  infestations  found  during 
normal  inspections,  7 major  infestations  (20 — 100  rats)  and  26  minor 
infestations  (1 — 20  rats)  were  dealt  with.  In  addition,  the  Council's 
refuse  tips  and  sewage  beds  were  periodically  treated. 

Routine  tests  of  all  the  Council's  sewers  were  made  during 
the  year,  and  as  a result  of  an  infestation  found  in  the  Hatheld 
Pcvei'el  system,  the  necessary  treatment  was  given  with  good  results. 
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1 am  indebted  to  the  Pest  Section  of  the  County  Agricultural 
Committee  who  deal  with  agricultural  lands  and  property,  for  their 
co-operation  in  this  work. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  mv  appreciation  of  the 
willing  co-operation  of  all  other  Departments  of  the  Council  ; the 
support  and  interest  of  Councillors,  particularly  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  with 
whom  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  close  contact  ; and  last  but  by  no 
means  least,  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  my  own  staff,  who  have  un- 
failingly carried  out  their  duties  in  a most  efficient  manner  throughout 
the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ORGAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


39 


